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CITY  OF  BATH. 
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Mayor  : Alderman  S.  Day. 
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Mrs.  H.  Cordiner  H.  Day  Miss  K.  A.  M.  Harper 
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STAFF,  December,  1947. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

B.  A.  Astley  Weston, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (Bristol),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 
H.  Campbell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

Sara  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (from  13/10/47). 

City  Analyst : ''H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  Tyler,  F.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.A.  (Scot.). 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  W.  Dhenin,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

R.  W.  L.  Read,  M.S.I.A. 

R.  J.  Pendlebury,  M.S.I.A. 

F.  C.  Hills,  M.S.I  A. 

D.  G.  I.  Smith,  M.S.I.A.  (from  23/6/47). 

Rodent  Officer : 

W.  P.  Trevor 

(6  operators) 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer  : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  : H.  Campbell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  D.  M.  Payne,  S.R.N.,  S C.M. 

Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Miss  G,  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M  ; New  Health  Visitors’ 
Certificate. 

Miss  G.  Davies,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 
Miss  A.  M.  Turney,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  New  Health  Visitors’ 
Ccrtific3.tc 

Miss  N.  M.  Hill,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  New  Health  Visitors’ 
Cert,  (from  11/8/47). 

Clerks ; 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk  Mrs.  H.  M.  Welch  Mrs.  R.  Dolman 

R.  G.  Lavis  T.  C.  Norris  Miss  J.  M,  Double 

V.  G.  Fudge  K.  G.  Morley  Miss  C.  A.  Mosscrop 

C.  J.  Taylor  A.  J.  Hole 

R.  E.  Adams  Training  for  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 
J.  Snowdon  under  Ministry  of  Health  Scheme. 
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Temporary  Staff  : 

D.  Bransgrove  H.  S.  Bull 

Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton  *Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas 
Dr.  Sara  Evans  *Dr.  D.  Tasker 

Superintendent  of  Council  Midwives  ; 

♦Miss  A.  Cook,  S.R  N,,  S.C.M. 

Council  Midwives  : 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Harris  Miss  K.  French  Miss  J.  A.  Young 
Miss  M.  Graham  Miss  M.  Peadon 
Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital) 
*Dr.  H.  J.  Heathcote 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 

*Miss  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S.  (Lond.). 
Public  Vaccinators  : 

Dr.  H.  Campbell 
Dr.  Astley  Weston 
"Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 

Vaccination  Officer  : 

C.  J.  Pring 

Matron,  Weston  Lodge  Nursing  Home,  Miss  L,  I.  Williams, 

S.R.N.,  R.M.N. 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent : 

B.  A.  Astley  Weston, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Bristol),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Attendant : 

H.  Campbell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Matron  : Miss  M.  M.  Thompson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officers  at  St.  Martin's  Hospital : 

Dr.  F.  Kohn,  Dr.  Clara  D.  Cross,  Dr.  V.  Hughes-Davies, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  Dr.  D.  D.  Morgan,  Dr.  Isobel  M. 
Soutar,  Dr.  E.  Hohenburg,  Dr.  L.  Mirabel  and  *Dr. 
E.  M.  Pears« 

*District  Medical  Officers : 

Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett 
Dr.  T.  C.  Halley 
Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 
Dr.  R.  Lynn 
Dr.  R.  Scott  Reid 
Dr.  B.  Cuppage 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 

’Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  Countv  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51o  23'  N.,  Longitude  2°  21'  W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  t 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoir 
have  a total  capacity  of  61,305,000  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1947 
28.42  gallons  per  head  ; 1942-46  24.22  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population — Pre-war,  about  69,000  (see  below). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Census  1931,  15,599  (t.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellingi 
occupied  by  private  families).  Estimate  for  1947,  18,700. 


Years 

1947. 

1946. 

Mean  of 
1941-45. 

1 Mean  oi 
1 1936-40*"> 

Population  1 Marriage  rates 

^ ' Death  rates  ... 

76,530 

75,900 

75,720 

70,432. 

. . • 

76,530 

75,900 

75,720 

70,908- 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  80yrs.,  1866-1945,  30'92ins)  — 

2698 

34  12 

2743 

31T4- 

Rateable  Value  in  October 

£ 

665,111 

651,227 

634,046 

619,7031 

Rates — Total  per  £ ...  ...  ~ 

18/- 

15/- 

12/4 

10/6  r 

One  penny  General  Rate  produced  ... 

£ 

2,645 

2,620 

2,541 

2,390 

Total  net  indebtedness  ... 

£ 

2,465,626 

2,293,237 

2,473,380 

2,211,120 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

32-7-7 

32-5-1 

32-19-3 

32-7-6 

Marriages — Number  Registered 

685 

717 

657 

731  1 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

17  9 

1«'9 

17'3 

20  7 ■ 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

^ 18  5 

17'9 

16'8 

19'2  : 

Births — Number 

Bath 

1535 

1333 

1197 

877  • 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

11 

20T 

17'6 

15'9 

12'4  ‘ 

Ditto.  England  and  Wales 

205 

19T 

160 

14'9 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  infants 

born 

Bath 

68 

83 

91 

48 

Deaths — Number — Civilian  Bath  residents 

1065 

1050 

1045 

1076 

Net  rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

13'9 

138 

13'7 

15  1 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

11 

11'4 

1L3 

H'3 

11'3 

England  and  Wales,  Crude  Death-rate 

120 

11'5 

11.9 

12'5 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

40 

33 

47 

43 

England  and  Wales 

41 

43 

50 

55 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

76 

27 

111 

42 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under  2 yrs.) 

4 

4 

8 

1 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births, 

Bath 

26 

30 

6 8 

10 

Ditto.  do.  England  and  Wales 

58 

4'4 

5‘2 

53 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“Other”  Tuberculosis 

« . • 

26 

29 

39 

40 

• • « 

10 

1 

7 

6 

Influenza 

• • . 

3 

12 

16 

25 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  ~Continued 


Years 


1947 


1946 


Mean  of 
1941-45 


Mean  of 
1936-40 


Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.,  Heart 
Disease  & other  Circulatory  diseases 
Nephritis 
Senile  Decay 

Seven  principal  “ Zymotic  ” Diseases  .. 
Violence 

)EATH  Rates  per  1000  population  from— 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“Other ’’ Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  .. 
Cancer 

DEATHS  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 

Between  5 and  60  years 
Over  60  years 

NFECTious  Disease — Cases  notified 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-pox 
Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculos«s 
“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

Sae  also  pages  Z5  and  54 

iWFECTious  Disease — Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“ Other”  Tuberculosis 
t UMBER  OF  Deaths  from — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

.■’EATH  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 
Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

I 

jACOi  •!  ATiOM — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated 


72 

22 

153 

553 

21 

33 

7 

28 

034 
013 
004 
094 
029 
0 04 
2'00 

61 

12 

176 

816 

8 

62 


6 

2 

17 

78 

10 


OTO 

0'81 

008 

022 

102 

0T3 


1 

1 

1 

001 


001 

001 

0.01 

*25 


36 

25 
162 

545 

18 

26 
6 

45 

0 38 

001 
0 16 
0'47 
033 
0T3 
2T3 

44 

3 

191 

812 

16 

55 

1 

10 

8 

7 

98 

9 


0'21 
072 
0.01 
0 13 
009 
129 
0 12 


003 

001 

30 


57 

26 

158 

453 

27 

26 

14 

47 

0 52 
0 09 
0 21 
075 
0'34 

on 

208 

57 

14 

218 

755 

54 

142 

2 

20 

10 

16 

74 

10 


071 

186 

0.02 

026 

0'21 

0*97 

012 


1 

1 

2 

1 

002 


0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

O’Ol 

26 


57 

20 

155 

458 

38 

32 

8 

43 

0 57 
008 
035 
0 80 
028 
OTO 
2T8 

38 

14 

239 

788 

111 

129 

3 

28 

6 

17 

31 

12 


T59 
T76 
004 
039 
024 
072 
0 17 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

006 

0.01 

0 01 
002 
0-01 
0.01 
12 


January  to  June  only. 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen 
AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  1 

The  report  now  submitted  to  you  is  in  accordance  with  the  >■ 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  practice  of  making  the'| 
report  as  brief  as  is  consistent  with  requirements  has  again  beem|! 
followed.  The  report  is  worthy  of  special  note  because  it  covers  what 
is  probably  the  last  full  year  before  the  many  changes  which  will  li.'i 
have  to  be  made  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  ii 
near  approach  ol  the  appointed  day  has  involved  your  Officers  in  ki 
many  conferences  in  the  preparation  of  schemes  whereby  the  duties  of  n 
the  Local  Authority  under  that  Act  will  be  carried  out. 

May  I again.  Sir,  thank  you  and  the  members  of  the  City  1;: 
Council  for  the  consideration  and  courtesy  extended  to  your  Officers,  ^ 
particularly  by  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Committees  with 
which  the  Health  Department  is  chiefly  concerned,  for  their  guidance  i‘. 
in  the  many  and  difficult  problems  which  have  to  be  resolved. 

My  personal  thanks  must  again  be  recorded  to  every  member  of  :< 
the  staff  of  this  Department  for  their  unfailing  help  throughout  the  >i 
year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  A.  ASTLEY  WESTON, 

Medical  Offi,cer  of  Health. 


Bath,  August,  1949. 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath 
for  the  Year  1947. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Before  the  war  Bath  could  have  been  described  as  a modern 
health  resort  with  important  literary  and  historical  associations  ; a 
city  whose  amenities  and  pleasant  situation  attracted  as  a place  of 
residence  many  retired  and  other  people  able  to  choose  where  they 
would  live ; and  the  site  of  several  important  industries.  These 
remain  as  permanent  features,  but  during  the  last  few  years  the 
general  character  of  the  population  in  regard  to  age,  sex,  occupation 
and  length  of  residence  has  been  considerably  modified  by  circum- 
stances to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  1944  Report.  In  the 
absence  of  precise  information  we  have  continued  to  take  the  areal 
comparability  factor  of  .82,  given  to  us  in  1940,  for  calculating  the 
standardised  death  rate,  though  there  is  a possibility  that  it  is  too  low. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  1947  mid-year 
population  was  76,530,  an  increase  of  630  compared 

with  75,900  which  was  the  figure  for  1946.  The  population  in  1938, 
the  last  complete  year  before  the  war,  was  68,300. 

Births  and  Infant  Mortality.  There  were  1,535  births  in  1947; 

202  more  than  last  year,  and  double 
the  average  number  recorded  in  the  six  years  1931-36.  The  rate  per 
thousand  population  for  1947  was  20.1 — the  highest  since  1904  (20.8). 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  40,  compared  with  33  in  1946  and 
an  average  of  47  for  the  5 years,  1941-45.  The  1947  figures  for  the 
Country  as  a whole  was  41  and  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns,  47. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  continues  to  decline,  i.e.,  from 
166  in  1945.  110  in  1946,  to  105  in  1947, 
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Marriages.  The  number  registered  as  taking  place  in  Bath,  nott 
necessarily  of  Bath  people,  was  685,  as  compared  with. 
717  in  1946.  The  marriage  rate  per  thousand  population  was  17,9' 
and  for  England  and  Wales,  18.5. 

Deaths.  The  standardised  death-rate  for  1947  was  11.4,  compared! 

with  11.3  in  1946  and  an  average  of  11.3  for  the  ten  yearss 
1936 — 1945.  Details  of  the  principal  causes  of  deaths  and  the  incidence! 
in  various  age  groups  are  given  in  the  Summary  (pages  6 and  7). 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.0. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  ini 
the  form  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1961. 


Total, 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

....1430 
....  105 

744 

60 

686 

45 

Birth  Rate,  20T 

Stillbirths 

.... 

....  32 

19 

13 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births,  20.4 

Deaths 

1065 

471 

594 

Death-rate,  11.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

• • • 

1 

. 0 64 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

4 

2-55 

Total  ... 

6 

3 19 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate,  37 ; Illegitimate,  76  ; Total,  40. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  153 

,,  „ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  4 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  There  is  an  Emergency  Medical  Services 

“ Area  Laboratory  ” at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital 
capable  of  undertaking  all  types  of  work — the  number  of  investigations 
in  1947  was  8307.  Fully  equipped  Laboratories  also  exist  at  the  Royal 
United  and  at  the  Royal  National  Hospitals.  Analyses  of  food,  drugs 
and  water  for  the  Health  Department  arid  of  water  for  the  Waterworks 
Committee,  are  carried  out  by  the  City  Analyst  in  his  own  laboratory. 
For  details  of  work  done  for  the  Council  at  St.  Martin’s,  the  Royal 
United  Hospital  and  by  the  City  Analyst  see  pages  27,  38,  39  and  45. 
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Ambulance  Facilities.  For  the  transport  of  sick  or  injured  persons 

the  Council  provides  five  ambulances  with 
ia  staff  of  16  Driver-Attendants,  under  an  Ambulance  Officer  who  is 
responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  addition,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has  two  ambulances 
1 available  for  private  hire  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  two 
t ambulances  primarily  for  military  use. 

For  infectious  diseases  the  City  Council  maintains  an  ambulance 
, at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  removed  : — 


Removals  of 
Sick  and 
Infirm  persons 

Accidents . 

Maternity . 

Mortuary . 

Mileage. 

Bath  City  3,421 

541 

224 

62 

22,154 

Bathavon  R.D.C.  352 

50 

54 

10 

4,031 

Other  Authorities  310 

17 

3 

2 

8,653 

The  number  of  Emergency  Medical  Service  cases  removed  was 
I 252,  and  mileage  2,743. 


'Nursing  in  the  Home*  For  many  years  there  has  been  an  arrange- 
ment between  the  Council  and  the  Bath 
District  Nursing  Association  by  which  the  services  of  a district  nurse 
are  available  at  the  Council’s  expense  for  patients  suffering  from  the 
following  conditions  ; —Cancer,  pneumonia,  puerperal  pyrexia,  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  and,  in  children  under  school  age,  from  measles,  whooping 
cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea  and  poliomyelitis.  The  general  scheme  was 
referred  to  at  some  length  in  the  1935  Report,  page  14,  and  there  has 
been  no  material  change  in  the  details  there  given.  During  1947,  the 
District  Nurses  made  576  visits  for  the  Council,  the  total  charge  being 
£21).  This  is  exclusive  of  the  work  of  the  City  Midwives  (see  page 
17).  In  addition,  a contribution  of  ;^80  is  made  to  the  Association 
through  the  Health  Committee  without  reference  to  specific  services. 
The  Nursing  Association’s  figures  show  that  5 full  time  and  3 part  time 
nurses  (excluding  midwives)  paid  19,427  visits  to  901  patients  during 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1948. 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital.  This  hospital  is  administered  on  behalf  of  the 

(Council  by  the  Social  Welfare  Committee. 

The  Out-Patient  Department  continued  to  be  used  by  the 
[population  on  the  south  side  of  the  City.  The  number  of  attendances 
increased  from  2,468  in  1944,  4,484  in  1945  to  6,043  in  1946  and  6,044 
in  1947.  The  need  for  adequate  and  specially  designed  accommodation 
for  Out-Patients  is  great. 
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Tlie  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Wards  during  the  year 
was  3,678,  compared  with  3,395  in  1946. 


A detailed  statistical  summary  is  given  on  page  478  of  the  1948 
Council  Minutes. 


The  work  of  the  Departments  continued  to  increase  and  was  as 
follows : — 


Radiological — Skiagrams 
Screenings 
Treatment 
Physiotherapy 
Occupational  Therapy 
Dental  attendances  ... 
E.N.T.  attendances  ... 
Pathological  Laboratory 


8084 

235 

936 

25551  treatments 
2415  treatments 
429 
583 

8307  examinations 


Othef  Hospitals.  No  changes  of  major  importance  have  to  be 

recorded  but  many  meetings  and  conferences  took 
place  to  consider  future  policy  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Manor  Hospital 
at  Combe  Park.  All  hospital  interests — voluntary,  municipal,  county  and 
Ministry  of  Health — were  represented  at  these  meetings  but  provisional 
decisions  only  had  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


An  effective  step  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  installation  of 
two  Victor  Maximar  Units  for  deep  ray  therapy  in  certain  cases  of 
cancer,  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  by  the  Local  Authorities  forming  the 
Joint  Cancer  Advisory  Committee.  The  Units  will  be  in  use  early  in 
the  New  Year. 


Poor  Law  Medical  Oiit-Relief.  There  were  no  material  changes  in 

procedure.  The  average  number 
chargeable  and,  therefore,  at  risk  (year  ended  31st  March,  1948)  was 
619,  as  compared  with  422,  326,  and  316  during  the  three  previous 
years. 

Other  Poof  Law  Relief.  Average  numbers  chargeable  during  year 

ended  31st  March,  1948: — At  St.  Martin's 
Hospital  (including  Infirmary,  Mental,  and  other  wards,  but  not 
casuals),  364;  Children's  Homes,  31;  Mental  Hospitals  (Wells  and 
Codford),  192;  at  Special  Schools,  17  ; Boarded-out  Children,  31. 

Adult  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  An  adult  orthopaedic  clinic  was  inaugur- 
ated and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
three  sessions  were  held  at  Blue  Coat  House.  20  individual  patients 
made  21  attendances. 
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Care  of  Mental  Defectives.  On  31st  December,  1947  the  Mental 

Deficiency  Act  Committee  had  ac- 
cepted responsibility  for  185  persons  who  had  been  ascertained  as 
mentally  defective. 


These  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Authority  in 
a few  instances  by  voluntary  organisations,  but  chiefly  through  the 
local  Education  Authority,  Health  Visitors,  Probation  Ofificers  and  the 
Juvenile  Court,  or  by  relatives  of  the  defective  person. 


Suitable  provision  was  made  in  each  case  in  the  following 
manner  : — 


1. 

Under  “ Order.” 

(a)  In  Institutions. 

Under  16  years  of  age. 

Males. 

14 

Females. 

4 

Total 

18 

Aged  16  years  and  over. 

28 

33 

61 

On  licence  from 

Institutions. 

9 

12 

21 

(b)  Under  Guardianship. 

3 

— 

3 

2. 

In  place  of  safety. 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Under  Statutory  Supervision 

39 

32 

71 

4. 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision. 

6 

5 

11 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Supervising  Officer  under  the 
Act  and  is  authorised  by  the  City  Council  to  present;  Petitions  for 
Orders  to  be  made  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  1913.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  are  recognised 
by  the  City  Council  for  the  purpose  of  giving  certificates  under  the 
Act. 


The  Bath  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  decided  to 
discontinue  its  activities  with  effect  from  31st  March  1947.  This  body 
has  since  1919  been  responsible  to  the  City  Council  for  all  the  duties  of 
Visitation  and  Supervision  of  Mentally  Defective  persons  in  their 
homes,  and  received  an  annual  grant  from  the  City  Council  of  up  to 
£200  per  annum. 

It  became  necessary  for  the  Local  Authority  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  quarterly  visitation  of  patients  who  had  been  placed 
under  Statutory  Supervision,  and  as  from  1st  April,  1947,  a Mental 
Health  Visitor  was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  statutory  duties  of  the 
Council.  The  small  Occupation  Centre  organised  by  the  Voluntary 
Association  has  continued  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council  and 
plans  are  in  hand  for  its  development  into  a full  time  Centre  for  a 
larger  number  of  patients. 
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MENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Weston  Lodge  Nursing  Home  belongs  to  the  City  Council  and 
is  intended  for  the  treatment  of  functional  nervous  disorders  in  non- 
certified  patients.  There  are  17  beds,  6 reserved  for  men,  10  for 
women  and  one  for  emergencies.  A special  room  is  set  aside  for 
occupational  therapy,  and  Electro-Convulsive  Therapy  is  available. 


There  were  9 patients  in  residence  on  1st  January,  1947  and  8 
on  31st  December.  The  150  patients  discharged  during  the  year  were 
classified  as  follows  ; — 


Men. 

Women 

Recovered 

26 

64 

Relieved  ... 

15 

22 

Not  Improved 

— 

3 

Left  against  medical  advice  ... 
Transferred  to  Wells  Mental 

— 

4 

Hospital 

Transferred  to  Private  Mental 

3 

2 

Hospitals 

1 

4 

Transferred  to  General  Hospitals 

4 

2 

• 49  101 


A little  over  half  of  the  patients  came  from  Bath.  The 
majority  are  admitted  at  reduced  fees  and  a few  without  any 
payment. 

At  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  for  which  the  Mental  Treatment 
Act  Committee  is  jointly  responsible  with  the  Education  Committee, 
there  were  76  new  cases.  The  total  attendances  were  453. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(For  number  of  births,  birth-rates,  infant  mortality  and  maternal 
mortality  see  pages  9,  10  and  55). 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  responsible  to 
the  Council  for  carrying  out  a comprehensive  scheme  which  includes  the 
following: — Two  Ante-natal  Clinics  (six  sessions  weekly);  one  Post- 
natal Clinic ; Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts  ; 
Municipal  Midwifery  Service  (with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion); Maternity  Department  (with  16  beds  at  the  Royal  United 
Hospital  and  50  at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital);  Four  Health  Visitors; 
Five  Infant  Welfare  Centres  (six  weekly  sessions  and  one  fortnightly)  , 


is 


Provision  of  milk  and  food  supplements  for  mothers  and  infants; 
Supervision  of  boarded-out  children  ; Dental  Service  : “ Birth  Control  ” 
Clinic  ; Facilities  for  dealing  with  crippling  defects  in  infants, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  pyrexia,  and  certain  other  diseases  ; 
two  Day  Nurseries ; and  a Home  for  babies  under  2 years  (in 
collaboration  with  the  Church  of  England  Children’s  Society). 

A summary  of  the  work  done  during  1947  is  given  below, 
together  with  brief  explanatory  comments  where  necessary.  In 
general  terms  it  may  be  said  that  the  whole  of  the  services  have  been 
maintained  at  their  previous  level  and  that  the  Council  has  good 
! reason  to  be  gratified  by  the  results  of  the  enlightened  policy  it  has 
pursued  for  so  many  years. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1946. 


Day 

Rivers  Street 
Mon.,  Tues. 

Blue  Coat 
House 

Time 

Wed.  and  Fri. 
2.30—4 

Friday 

10—12 

Number  of  Sessions  held 

266  (255) 

49  (48) 

Number  of  new  patients 

677  (797) 

125  (136) 

Total  attendances  ... 

4136  (4518) 

801  (809) 

Average  per  session... 

16  (18) 

16  (17) 

Ante-natal  home  visits  by  City 
Midwives 

1270  (1624) 

Post-Natal  Clinic.  272  new  patients  attended  the  weekly  sessions 

held  during  1947,  and  the  total  attendances 
were  344  (236  patients  and  353  attendances  in  1946). 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance.  Dec.,  1947 


See 

also 

Monday 

page 

Infant  Welfare 

Centres  : — 

‘Blue  Coat  House 
Walcot 

Oldfield  Park  ... 
tSouthdown 

Odd  Down 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 

45  Rivers  Street 

*Blue  Coat  House 

Post-Natal  : 

45  Rivers  Street 

*Maternity&  ChlidWelfare 
Dental  Clinic 


Mothers 

Birth  Control  Clinic  for 

Tuberculosig— 

Dispensary... 
Artificial  Sunlight 


18 


15 


19 


20 


29 


2.30—4 


Tuesday 

We'n’day 

Thursday 

Friday 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

9.30 
to  11.15 
2.30—4 

ilO— 12 
'2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

10—12 

Satur 


10—12 


2—4 


By  appointment 

2—4 
By  appointment 


10- 


2—4 


Venereal  Diseases  (R  U H.) 

j 

Men 

30 

5—6.30  ! 

Women 

... 

5—6.30 

1 

2.30  1 

School  Clinics  — 

‘Inspection 

... 

9.30—12 

9.30—12 

— 

9.30—12 

9.30  — 12 

*Eye  ... 

... 

10.15 

2.15 

*Dental 

... 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

*Blue  Coat  House 

9.30 

9.30 

— 

9.30 

9.30 

Royal  United  Hospital 

, , , 

2.011 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Hospital 

... 

10, OJ 

j 

‘Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

... 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2-4.30 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

‘Orthopaedic 

After-Care  Clinic  ... 

... 

10 — 12 
& 2—4 

10—12 
& 2 — 4 

i 

1 

Orthopaedic  Hospital 

Massage 

... 

... 

Daily  by 

appointment.  ... 

Ultra-Violet  rays 

...  1 
1 

2,0  1 

2.0 

1 

! 

9 31 


9.30- 


riiese  Clinics  are  held  at  Bluacoat  House, 
t 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  Month 


t 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  Month- 
Monthly  by  appointment. 
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[••Aiite-Natal  and  Post-natal  supervision  by  private  practitioners. 

See  Report  for  1938,  page  21.  Number  of  claims  during  1947  : 
125  for  ante-natal  examinations;  0 for  post-natal. 


MIDWIVES. 

I During  1947  the  number  of  mid  wives  signifying  their  intention 

to  practise  in  the  City  was  51.  Of  these,  28  worked  solely  in  Hospitals 
(■and  9 in  connection  with  nursing  associations.  Of  the  14  private 
' midwives  (some  in  nursing  homes),  4 notified  160,  80,  61,  and  39  cases 
respectively;  3 had  26,  23,  12  cases;  and  the  remainder  less  than 
, 6 each. 

The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  1,903 
h — last  year  it  was  1,681. 

Live  births  registered  numbered  1,928. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
'Central  Midwives  Board  on  204  occasions  for  various  emergencies 
. in  connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may 
be  grouped  as  follows  : Complications  of  labour,  103  ; Ante-natal  con- 
ditions, 51;  Post-natal  condition  of  mother,  16;  Unsatisfactory  con- 
\ dition  of  child,  34, 


I City  Midwives.  The  staff  attended  239  cases  during  1947  (214  in 

1946).  The  net  cost  to  the  City  for  year  ended 
: 31st  March,  1948,  was  jfl,774  (£1,439  in  previous  year). 


'Medical  Practitioners  called  in  by  Midwives.  Liabilities  under 

Section  14  of  the 

Midwives  Act,  1918,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  were 
£"363  and  the  amount  recovered  from  patients,  £287. 


MATERNITY  BEDS. 

Of  confinements  taking  place  in  Bath  during  1947,  867  occurred 
in  accommodation  provided  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee — 282  in  our  16  beds  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital  and  585 
at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital.  Maintenance  charges  paid  to  the  Royal 
United  Hospital  during  1947  came  to  £7,086  and  at  St.  Martin’s  to 
£4,851.  Fees  recovered  from  patients  in  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1948,  amounted  to  £"6,581. 
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Figures  for  1947  include  the  following  : — 


Royal  United 

St.  Martin's 

• 

Hospital. 

Hospital, 

(M.  & C.W.  cases 
only) 

Number  of  new  patients  admitted 

307 

594 

Number  of  confinements 

282 

685 

Number  of  “ patient-days  ” 

4832 

9442 

Ante-natal 

595 

1297 

Confinement  and  after 

4237 

8145 

Total  available 

5840 

18,250 

Proportion  actually  used 

83% 

52% 

Maternal  deaths 

0 

2 

Stillbirths 

9 

14 

Deaths  of  Infants  within  10  days  6 

15 

Weekly  maintenance  rate 

£8  10  4 

£4  13  7^ 

Patients  admitted  within  three  days  of  birth  of  child  are  not  considered  as  having 
had  ante-natal  treatment— otherwise,  treatment  is  counted  as  ante-natal  up 
to  the  day  before  birth. 

Maternal  Mortality.  Five  deaths  occurred,  giving  a rate  of  3-19 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  Average 
five  years,  1943-47: — Bath,  1’86;  England  and  Wales,  1*72.  One 
patient  died  at  a home,  3 at  Bath  hospitals,  and  one  at  a hospital 
away  from  Bath, 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


For  days  and  times  see  page 

16. 

Figures 

for  1947 

are  ; 

follows : — 

Blue  Coat 

Oldfield 

South- 

Odd 

House 

Walcot 

Park 

down 

Down 

Number  of  sessions 

94 

95 

45 

21 

45 

Attendances  of  children 

2839 

2660 

766 

479 

837 

New  cases  included  in  above 

340 

242 

216 

55 

88 

Average  attendance  of  infants 
per  session 

30-2 

280 

17-0 

22-8 

18-6 

The  attendances  recorded  above  are  those  in  which  the  child  was 
seen  by  the  doctor.  The  table  shows  that  there  were  7,581  consult- 
ations at  300  sessions,  an  average  of  25-3  per  session.  (In  1946,  the 
figures  were  8,762  ; 303  ; and  29  0).  In  addition,  there  were  4,070 
visits  of  infants  for  weighing,  renewal  of  milk  applications,  and  so 
forth,  for  whom  a consultation  with  the  doctor  was  not  necessary. 
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The  Council  continues  to  owe  a deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
voluntary  helpers  connected  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Associations, 
many  of  whom  have  given  constant  help  over  a long  series  of  years. 
Without  them  the  work  could  not  be  continued  on  the  present  lines, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  paid  staff. 


Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Children.  Although  large  quan- 
tities of  milk  are 

distributed  free,  or  at  reduced  prices,  under  the  Government  scheme, 
a demand  for  various  special  types  of  dried  milk  continues  and  over 
7f  tons  were  distributed  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Most  of 
; this  was  paid  for  at  cost  price  by  the  mothers  and  all  of  it  was 
sanctioned  by  the  medical  officers,  because  of  the  condition  or  need  of 
the  mother  or  child. 

I Dental  Service.  There  was  no  change  in  the  general  arrangements. 

251  new  and  46  old  maternity  patients  made  1,224 
attendances  at  86  sessions.  In  addition  28  children  under  school  age 
made  47  attendances.  Cases  are  only  seen  on  the  recommendation  of 
a doctor.  A future  development  should  provide  dental  inspection  by  a 
Dental  Surgeon  for  all  expectant  mothers  and  young  children. 


Health  Visitors.  There  was  no  change  in  the  general  arrangements. 

Three  Health  Visitors  were  on  duty  during  the 
whole  of  the  year  and  a fourth  from  August  11th.  The  figures  for 
1947  are  : Visits  to  children  under  one  year,  4,609  ; between  one  and 
five,  2,881;  others  1,286;  total  8,776.  The  difficulty  in  securing 
Health  Visitors  is  general  in  the  Country  and  the  fact  that  we  were  short 
staffed  through  the  year  has  meant  curtailment  of  the  work.  Visits 
have  been  restricted  to  younger  infants  and  those  in  special  need. 

Child  Life  Protection.  (Part  VII  of  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 


Number  of  Names 

Foster  Parents 

Children 

On  Register  at  end  of  1946 

48 

66 

Added  during  the  year 

10 

83 

Removed  during  the  year 

35 

99 

On  Register  December  31st,  1947 

23 

40 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee were  responsible  for  the  in-patient 
treatment  of  8 cases,  for  638  attendances  at  the  After-care  Clinic,  and 
360  at  the  Massage  Clinic, 
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Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

Nursing 

Maternity 

Combined 

Homes 

Homes 

Nursing  & 

1947 

only 

only 

Maternity 

Homes  removed  from  Register 

....  0 

0 

1 

Homes  added  to  Register 

....  4 

0 

0 

Leaving  at  end  of  year ... 

....  9 

1 

9 

Each  Nursing  or  Maternity 

Home  was 

visited  by 

a Medical 

Officer  during  the  year.  No  action  was  considered  necessary  and  there 
were  no  appeals. 


Nurses’  Ageucies  Regulations,  1945.  These  Regulations,  made 

by  the  Minister  of  Health 
in  accordance  with  Part  II.  of  the  Nurses  Act,  1943,  deal  with  the 
conditions  under  which  licences  may  be  granted  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity to  persons  desiring  to  carry  on  an  agency  for  the  supply  of  nurses. 
They  are  administered  in  Bath  through  the  Health  Committee. 

The  points  of  essential  importance  are  (a)  that  the  persons 
supplied  by  the  agency  shall  possess  qualifications  under  one  or  other 
of  the  categories  recognised  by  the  Minister  in  paragraph  3 of  the 
Regulations,  as  being  adequate  for  the  purpose,  (b)  that  those  to 
whom  a nurse  is  being  supplied  shall  without  delay  be  informed  of 
her  qualifications  and  (c)  that  a licence  containing  the  conditions  to 
be  observed  by  the  agency  must  be  obtained  from  the  Local  Authority 
and  renewed  annually.  The  agency  is  required  to  keep  full  details 
in  writing  of  its  staff  and  of  the  various  transactions  which  it  under- 
takes, and  these  records  must  be  available  for  inspection  by  officers  of 
the  Authority. 

During  1947  three  applications  were  received  and  all  were 
granted. 


“Birth  Control”  Clinic.  The  number  of  those  attending  in  1947 

was  75,  compared  with  86  in  1946. 
Married  women  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  from  the  Ante-Natal  or  Post- 
Natal  Clinics  chiefly,  but  an  increasing  number  are  referred  by  General 
Practitioners.  All  cases  so  referred  are  checked  by  the  Medical  Officer 
before  an  appointment  is  made  and  only  those  referred  for  medical 
reasons  are  accepted. 
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Adoption  of  Children  Acts.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts 

on  behalf  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  as  guardian  ad  litem,  and  detailed  reports  after  full 
enquiry  are  made  on  all  applications.  Of  the  28  cases  (concerning 
31  children)  investigated  in  1947,  26  were  dealt  with  in  the  Magistrates’ 
Court,  and  2 in  the  County  Court.  26  Orders  were  granted  uncondition- 
ally ; one  interim  order  was  made  and  later  (in  1948)  granted  uncondi- 
tionally ; one  application  was  refused.  24  applications  were  made 
jointly  by  husband  and  wife  ; 3 by  spinsters  ; and  1 by  a husband 
whose  wife  was  under  25  years.  10  of  the  children  were  under  one 
year;  16  between  1 and  9;  and  5 others  were  11,  12,  13,  18  and  20 
years  respectively.  9 of  them  were  legitimate  and  22  illegitimate. 
In  1 1 cases  the  child  was  related  to  the  applicants. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  The  great  importance  of  doing 

everything  possible  to  ensure  the 
welfare  of  the  infant  and  the  rehabilitation  of  the  mother  in  these  cases 
is  fully  recognised,  and  the  scheme  referred  to  in  previous  Reports 
and  printed  on  pages  234-6  of  the  1944  Council  Minutes  continued  to 
work  satisfactorily  throughout  1947.  The  two  social  workers  get  in 
touch  with  all  known  cases,  usually  before  confinement,  and  are  able  to 
give  a great  deal  of  much  needed  help. 

An  agreement  has  now  been  made  with  the  Church  of  England 
Children’s  Society  whereby  the  City  Council  accept  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  charges  in  respect  of  15  cots  at  the  Society’s  Babies’ 
Home  at  Savile  House.  Provision  is  also  made  for  increasing  this 
number  in  case  of  need.  The  City  Council  nominate  50%  of  the  Local 
Committee  which  controls  the  Home.  (Full  details  of  the  agreement 
are  set  out  on  pages  99,  344  and  346  of  Council  Minutes  for  1947). 

Premature  Infants.  Careful  attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  the 

points  raised  in  the  Ministry’s  Circular  20/44. 
The  institutional  facilities  described  in  the  1944  Report  were  again 
available  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  ensure  as  far  as 
possible  that  we  become  aware  of  all  cases  of  prematurity,  so  that  our 
records  may  be  complete  and  the  requisite  following  up  carried  out.  Of 
the  3 infants  who  were  entirely  nursed  at  home,  1 died  from  prema- 
turity ; and  of  the  57  who  were  nursed  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes, 
10  deaths  were  attributed  to  that  cause. 

Day  Nurseries.  There  was  no  change  in  the  position  described  in  the 
last  Report,  and  the  two  Nurseries — one  on  the  Lower 
Common  and  the  other  at  3,  Beaufort  East— were  open  during  the  whole 
of  1947. 

Some  figures  for  the  year  are : — 

Accommodation.  Average  daily 

attendance. 

31 
28 


Lower  Common 
3.  Beaufort  East 


40 

40 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  The  water  supply  throughout  the  year  was  excellent  in  quality 

Owing  to  the  low  rainfall  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  it 
was  necessary  to  forbid  for  several  months  the  use  of  water  for  gardens 
and  for  washing  cars;  and  from  the  18th  December  1947  to  13th 
January  1948,  the  domestic  supply  was  cut  off  between  8 p.m.  and  6 a.m_ 

All  water  is  sterilised  and  a very  careful  watch  is  kept  on  its 
purity  by  means  of  regular  and  frequent  analyses.  Treated  water  from 
each  of  several  sources  is  examined  bacteriologically  every  fortnight  and 
submitted  to  full  chemical  analysis  quarterly.  Raw  waters  are  tested 
bacteriologically  at  monthly  intervals.  The  treated  waters  have  proved 
to  be  uniformly  satisfactory  and  were  practically  sterile  on  all  occasions. 
The  results  of  analyses  were  similar  to  the  typical  example  given  in  the 
1944  Report. 

Bath  water  has  no  appreciable  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no 
special  measures  were  required  in  respect  of  contamination  from  this 
or  any  other  source. 

With  very  few  exceptions — ^less  than  one  per  cent. — all  Bath 
houses  have  a piped  supply  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

No  important  new  work  was  carried  out  during  1947. 


Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

(A).  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  Details  of  action  taken  are 
given  in  the  following  table. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1947  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority : — 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  47 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1715 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4225 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  558 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
- dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  462 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year'- — 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(b.)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  656 

(2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  205 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c.)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ; 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  — 


Continued  on  next  page. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  DemoMtion  Orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

(Undertakings  accepted  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders,  9) 

(d.)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ••••  ••••  •••  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••••  266 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ••••  ••••  305 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ■■■■  ••••  1316 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ....  . ..  ...  246 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  184 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  831 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ....  — 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  — 

(B).  Unhealthy  Areas. 

As  far  as  actual  achievement  since  1933  is  concerned,  the  position 
at  the  end  of  1947  in  regard  to  the  confirmed  areas  was  as  follows: — 


At  end  of 
1946 

During 

1947 

At  end  of 
1947 

No.  of  persons  displaced 

1239 

2 

1241 

,,  ,,  „ awaiting  displacement 

61 

— 

59 

,,  ,,  houses  demolished 

295 

13 

308 

,,  ,,  ,,  to  be  demolished 

101 

— 

88 

(C).  Overcrowding.  The  official  figures  for  1947  are  to  be 


found  above. 
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Section  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  See  pages  37  to  43. 


Section  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
hospital  during  1947  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients  is 
given  on  page  54.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack  rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in 
regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

With  the  exception  of  poliomyelitis,  we  were  again  remarkably 
free  from  anxiety  in  regard  to  infectious  disease.  During  1947  no 
deaths  of  City  of  Bath  residents  were  attributed  to  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever,  erysipelas,  poliomyelitis,  or  cerebro-spinal  fever.  One  death 
from  diphtheria  of  a Bath  woman  occurred  when  she  was  temporarily 
living  in  the  north  of  England.  There  was  one  death  from  whooping 
cough  and  one  from  measles. 

Diphtheria.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  8 compared  with  16 
in  1946,  and  an  average  of  59  for  the  5 previous  years. 
There  was  one  death  of  a Bath  woman  temporarily  living  in  the  North 
of  England.  One  immunised  child  under  15  had  diphtheria. 

Immunisation.  The  position  at  the  end  of  1947  was  as  follows  : — 


Primary  Immunisations.  Under  5.  5 — 14  years. 

Before  1940 ....  408  ...  • 816 

1940-1946.  ...  ....  3888  ....  3808 

1947 ....  ....  602  ....  88 


Total  9610  4898  4712 


N amber  of  secondary  injections — i.e.  injections  given  four  or  more 
years  after  primary  immunisation — to  end  of  1946  was  419  ; during  1947 
377. 

Using  the  revised  figures  suggested  by  the  Registrar-General  it 
is  estimated  that  about  52%  of  the  existing  child  population  under  15, 
has  completed  at  least  one  course  of  injections.  Regular  clinics  continue 
to  be  held.  Two  injections  of  A.P.T.  are  given  to  an  unimmunised  child 
under  10  years,  but  for  older  children  T.A.F.  is  used.  A further  single 
dose  on  entering  school  is  considered  advisable  for  those  who  were  first 
treated  in  early  infancy.  , 
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Scarlet  Fever-  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  62  (55  in  1946). 

Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  there  were 

no  deaths. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  No  notifications  were  received. 

Smallpox.  No  cases  were  notified.  As  in  previous  years  we 
received  occasional  information  about  passengers  who 
had  been  in  contact  with  small-pox  proceeding  to  Bath  after  arriving 
from  abroad  by  sea  or  by  air.  The  necessary  following  up  measures 
are  always  taken. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  17  Notifications.  14  patients  were  treated  in 

hospital,  1 at  a maternity  home  and  2 at  home. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  2 Bath  patients  notified.  One  treated  at 

at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  and  one  at  home. 

Measles.  295  cases  were  notified  in  1947.  A small  epidemic  occurred 
in  the  middle  of  the  year.  It  is  probable  that  many  cases 
of  measles  occurred  which  were  not  notified  because  they  were  not 
attended  by  a doctor.  There  was  one  death. 

Whooping  Cou^h.  92  cases  were  notified  and  there  was  one  death. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  17  patients  were  notified  in  the  latter  half  of 

the  year,  of  whom  15  were  treated  in  hospitals 
and  two  at  home.  None  of  these  cases  died,  but  the  death  occurred  of 
one  patient  admitted  to  a Bath  hospital  from  outside  the  city  area. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admissions  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1947. 

Cases 

Total  Cases  admitted  to  Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

62 

56 

— 

Diphtheria 

8 

12* 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

17 

14 

— 

Pneumonia  ••• 

16 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

6 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

295 

18 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

92 

6 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

17 

15 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

• Including  4 

1 

"carriers.” 

— 

— 

An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  54' 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  52  and  53- 
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LABORATORY  WORK, 

For  general  arrangements  see  1938  Report,  pages  14  and  42. 
Pathological  examinations  during  1947  were  as  follows 

Examinations  Positive.  Negative.  Total. 


be  Diphtheria  Bacillus 

15 

••••  489 

....  504 

ab  Gonococcus 

....  166 

b Trichomonas 

2 

....  9 

....  11 

a Wassermann  Reaction 

.-  215 

be  Widal  tests 

5 

be  Faeces 

2 

be  Tubercle  Bacillus — sputum 

78 

....  172 

....  250 

d Ringworm  Fungus 

m 

be  Analysis  of  Urine 

....  150 

be  Blood 

....  802 

be  Spinal  Fluid 

1 

be  Others 

....  199 

a Bristol  University  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine. 
b Bath  Central  Laboratory.  d School  Clinic, 

c St.  Martin’s  Hospital. 

•Exact  numbers  not  available. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


Hospital  Statistics.  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1947 

Number.  Deaths. 


Cases  admitted  : 

City 

Rural 

Service 

City 

Rural 

Service 

Diphtheria 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Carriers 

4 

— 

1 

— 



— 

Observation  ... 

10 

• 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

18 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Potts  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

25 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coryza 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Mumps 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tonsillitis 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dermatitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

German  Measles 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Vincents  Angina 

2 



— 

— 

— 

Totals 

173 

U 

10 

2 

— 
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Owing  to  adjustment  in  regard  to  diagnosis  these  figures  may 
not  agree  exactly  with  those  on  page  54.  1947  : Number  of  “patient- 

days”  7,057;  average  daily  number  in  hospital  19’3;  monthly 
average — maximum  25,  minimum  11. 

Patients  admitted  by  request  from  other  hospitals,  57  (18  of  these 
from  St.  Martin’s)  ; from  hostels,  schools,  and  Homes  29. 

The  amount  of  infectious  disease  with  which  we  had  to  deal  was  i 
fortunately  well  below  the  average — had  it  been  otherwise  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  sufficient  nursing  staff  would  have  created  a serious  situation. 
One  Ward  block  thus  set  free  has  again  been  used  to  provide  accommo- 
dation for  tuberculous  patients. 

CANCER 

The  weekly  sessions  of  the  radiological  out-patient  clinic  which 
is  staffed  from  the  Bristol  Radium  Centre,  continued  to  be  held 
throughout  the  year.  There  were  183  new  patients  and  a total  of  936 
attendances.  Rather  less  than  half  the  patients  were  from  Bath,  the 
others  coming  from  Wiltshire  and  Somerset.  Bath  patients  needing 
radium  or  deep  ray  therapy  received  it  at  Bristol,  in-patients  27,  out- 
patients 68.  Transport  was  provided  when  necessary  by  City  Ambulance  ■ 
or  Hospital  Car  Service. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  two  Victor  Maximar  Units  were  •' 
installed  in  the  Manor  Hospital  and  will  shortly  be  in  operation.  It  will  ij 
then  be  possible  to  give  to  many  patients  treatment  by  deep  ray 
therapy  without  the  necessity  of  travelling  to  the  Bristol  Centre. 

The  Council’s  representatives  attended  regularly  at  the  meetings -i 
of  the  Cancer  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Local  Authorities  (Gloucest- 
ershire, Somerset  and  Wiltshire  County  Councils  and  the  County 
Boroughs  of  Bristol,  Bath  and  Gloucester). 

In  addition  to  the  arrangements  just  described,  the  City  Council  j 
has  for  many  years  provided  assistance  in  the  form  of  home  nursing,  j 
dressings,  disinfectants  and  so  forth.  Home  Nursing  undertaken  by  the  ; 
staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  was  paid  for  by  the  Council  for  \ 
10  patients  during  1947,  the  number  of  visits  varying  from  9 to  201  and  i 
totalling  520.  8 patients  received  dressings  and  disinfectants.  , 

BLIND  PERSONS 

Number  on  Register  31st  March,  1948,  158.  About  two-thirds -i 
were  in  receipt  of  assistance  from  the  City  Council,  and  22  were  in  i 
Homes  or  Institutions.  The  net  cost  to  the  City  after  deducting  £64)1 
for  rents  and  sale  of  articles  was  £5,353. 

For  further  details  see  separate  report  published  by  the  Bath  J 
Society  for  the  Blind. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

There  was  no  material  change  in  the  general  arr^^ngements 
described  in  previous  Reports. 

The  shortage  of  sanatorium  accommodation  continued  throughout 
the  year — at  no  time  was  it  possible  to  occupy  more  than  9 of  the  14  City 
beds  at  Winsley.  Arrangements  were  again  made  to  accommodate 
patients  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  thus  considerably  easing  the  situation — 
in  all  25  patients  were  admitted. 

The  shortage  of  suitable  hospital  and  sanatorium  accommodation 
is  entirely  due  to  the  lack  of  Nursing  and  Domestic  Staff  and  is  general 
throughout  the  country.  The  available  beds  have  to  be  used  to  the  best 
advantage,  bearing  in  mind  the  clinical  condition  of  the  patients  and  the 
circumstances  of  their  environment.  Apart  from  the  distress  caused  to 
patients,  the  shortage  of  beds  together  with  the  very  difficult  housing 
situation  presents  a real  danger  and  may  account  for  the  continued  rise 
in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  arrangements  for  administering  the  Government’s  assistance 
scheme  for  tuberculous  patients  under  Memo.  266/T.  were  continued  on 
the  lines  already  described  in  the  Reports  for  1943-4.  The  conditions  laid 
down  in  the  Memorandum  have  not  been  changed  and  the  inherent 
difficulties  in  deciding  when  to  give  and  when  to  withdraw  the  allowances 
referred  to  a year  ago  still  exist,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  have  been 
overcome  in  a way  which  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  39  patients  were  in  receipt  of  allowances  (31  at 
the  end  of  1946). 

There  were  26  deaths  from  pulmonary  and  10  from  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  (29  and  1 in  1946).  Notifications  numbered  78  pulmonary 
and  10  from  other  forms  (98  and  9 in  1946).  Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  of  Notifications  end  of  1947,  524  (498  in  1946). 

An  analysis  of  notifications  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on 
page  54,  and  a similar  analysis  of  deaths  on  page  52. 

The  Dispensary.  Three  sessions  are  held  each  week  at  26  Charles 


Street. 

Patients  referred  to  Dispensary  for  examination  ...  273 

Found  tuberculous  ...  ...  ...  54 

Contacts  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Found  tuberculous  ...  ...  •••  12 

Total  attendances,  including  above  ...  ...  2330 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  visits  to  patients  at  home  ...  50 

X-ray  examiriations  ...  ...  ...  ...  728 
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Milk  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s  expense  to  46  individual 
patients  in  1947.  The  cost  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1948,  was 
/186. 


A whole  lime  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  engaged  in  visiting 
patients  at  their  homes  and  in  assisting  the  doctor  at  the  Dispensary, 

The  Visitor  has  made  a small  but  successful  beginning  in  teaching 
various  occupations  to  patients  in  their  homes,  and  those  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  are  supervised  by  an  Occupation  Therapist  from  St.  Martin’s 
Hospital. 


Sanatorium  Treatment.  Discharges  from: — Winsley,  10;  fit  for 

work  0,  improved  8,  not  improved  2. 
Patients  also  received  treatment  at  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Ortho- 
p3eiic  H ospital ; Royal  United  Hospital ; St.  Catherine’s  Nursing  Home, 
Bath;  St.  Michael’s  Home  at  Axbridge;  British  Legion  Village  ; Beckford 
Ortho  lie  H capital  near  Warminster  ; Papworth  Village  Settlement ; 
London  Hospital ; Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate;  Glenbeigh 
Nursing  Home,  Bath;  Bristol  Royal  Hospital;  Highgate  Hospital, 
London;  Frenchay  Hospital,  Bristol,  as  well  as  at  the  Council’s  own 
institutions,  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  and  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are  done  by  arrangement  at  the 
Winsley  Sanatorium.  During  1947,  35  individual  patients  had  657  refills 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  number  of  new  patients  attending  the  Council’s  Clinic  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital  in  1947  was  122,  11  more  than  in  each  of  the  two 
preceding  years.  Of  the  122  new  patients  32  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Syphilis,  24  from  Gonorrhoea,  1 had  a Soft  Chancre  and  65  were 
found  to  have  conditions  which  were  not  venereal.  There  was  an 
increased  incidence  during  the  year  of  14  cases  of  syphilis,  but  cases  of 
gonorrhoea  fell  from  31  in  1946  to  24.  As  in  previous  years  more  than 
half  the  cases  attending  the  clinic  were  found  on  examination  not  to  be 
suffering  from  venereal  disease.  This  is  not  a matter  to  be  accepted 
with  complacency  as  in  most  of  these  cases  there  had  been  exposure  to 
risk  of  infection. 

The  increase  in  “ in-patient  days  ” is  due  to  the  use  of  penicillin 
as  a successful  method  of  treatment.  This  treatment  has  also  resulted 
in  a reduction  of  the  number  of  attendances  per  patient  (13'7  in  1946  to 
10'7  in  1947),  and  in  the  number  of  irrigations  required  (244  in  1946 
to  113  in  1947). 
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Average 

1947 

1946 

1941-45 

Number  of  new  patients 

,.  122 

111  ■ 

88 

*Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances 

1304 

1519 

1331 

t Average  cost  of  each  attendance 

..  9/3 

6/2 

5/11 

Total  number  of  “ in-patient”  days 

..  133 

92 

14 

NOTES; — seen  by  Medical  Officer — not  'intermediate  treatment.' 
tYear  ended  31st  March,  following. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only.  For  details  as  to  the 
number  of  pathological  examinations  made,  see  page  27.  A very 
small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere  are 
not  included. 

No  notifications  of  persons  supposed  to  have  infected  others  were 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  Regulation  33B  during  the 
year.  The  Regulation  expired  on  31st  December,  1947. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  SUPERANNUATION  ACT.  1937 

Number  of  medical  examinations  in  1947  was  299.  See  also  page 
51  of  the  1938  Report. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

(and  Chief  Housing  Inspector) 


For  the  Year  1947. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen 
AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  City  for  the  year  1947.  The  activities  of  the 
Department  were  again  primarily  directed  to  housing  conditions,  the 
inspection  of  food  premises  and  the  sampling  of  food,  particularly 
milk  and  ice-cream. 

A survey  of  the  City  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  houses  which  appear  to  be  so  unfit  for  human  habitation  as 
to  justify  their  being  included  in  slum  clearance  proposals  when  such 
schemes  are  resumed. 

Overcrowding  showed  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
and  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  be  a long  time  before  conditions  revert 
to  normal.  This  is  regrettable  (though  unavoidable)  as  such  conditions 
are  at  the  root  of  many  social  evils. 

There  appeared  to  be  a steady  improvement  in  the  methods  of 
handling  food  and  a “ hygiene  consciousness  ” is  beginning  to  show 
itself  among  many  of  those  engaged  in  the  food  trade. 

There  was  considerable  improvement  in  the  methods  of  manu- 
fucture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and  the  results  of  samples  examined 
were  much  better  than  in  preceding  years. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Blake,  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  retired  on 
the  31st  March,  1947,  after  thirty-eight  years  service  with  the  Corpor- 
ation. I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Mr.  Blake’s  loyal  service  and  of 
the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  colleagues.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Dhenin  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  a promotion  well  deserved  in 
view  of  his  excellent  service  as  a District  Sanitary  Inspector  from  1941. 
Mr.  D.  G.  I.  Smith  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  of  District  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  has  proved  to  be  a very  efficient  officer.  Miss  N.  Grey 
was  transferred  to  the  Housing  Department  on  the  1st  June,  1947, 
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and  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  her  for  her  efl&cient  and  loyal 
service  from  the  1st  January,  1945,  until  her  transfer.  R.  E.  Adams 
and  J.  Snowdon  were  away  the  whole  year  undergoing  their  training 
for  the  qualifying  examination  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  (They  have 
since  passed  the  examination).  B.  J.  Stowell,  pupil  inspector,  joined 
H.M.  Forces  on  the  14th  May,  1947. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  all  four  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment, (Miss  N.  Grey,  and  Messrs.  R.  G.  Lavis,  R.  W.  L.  Read  and 
R J.  Pendlebury)  passed  Part  1 of  the  Examination  for  the  Diploma 
in  Public  Administration,  Bristol  University,  and  continued  their 
studies  for  the  Final  Examination.  (They  all  passed  the  final  in  May, 
1948). 

I resigned  my  seat  on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National 
Smoke  Abatement  Society  but  am  pleased  to  report  that  Mr,  G.  W. 
Dhenin  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

I had  the  honour  of  being  appointed  on  a deputation  to  discuss 
with  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  improved  methods  for  the 
transport  of  meat.  In  addition  I was  also  appointed  to  deputations 
dealing  with  Ice-cream  and  regulations  for  the  business  of  fish-frying. 

I desire  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  for  their  help  and  support  throughout  the  year  and 
particularly  the  Chairmen  for  the  time  they  have  given  up  to  the 
consideration  of  the  many  problems  which  have  arisen. 

Throughout  the  year  I have  received  the  utmost  co-operation 
from  Dr.  Weston  to  whom  I am  most  grateful.  I also  wish  to  record 
my  sincere  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  splendid 
services  during  a busy  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TYLER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Chief  Housing  Inspector. 


Bath.  August,  1948. 
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SECTION  I. 

HOUSING. 

Survey. 

Further  progress  was  made  of  a general  survey  of  the  dwelling 
houses  in  the  City.  The  houses  were  classified  according  to  their 
fitness  for  human  habitation  and  the  results  when  completed  will  be 
transferred  to  sectional  maps  on  which  each  house  will  be  given  a 
specific  colour  indicating  its  suitability  or  otherwise  for  inclusion  in 
clearance  areas.  By  this  means  it  will  be  possible,  at  very  short 
notice,  to  supply  the  Housing  Committee  with  a general  report  on  any 
section  of  the  City  when  information  is  required  as  to  potential 
clearance  areas,  etc.  (The  survey  was  completed  in  May,  1948). 

A further  survey  was  commenced  in  respect  of  the  basements  or 

underground  rooms.  (This  was  also  completed  in  May,  1948) 

\ 

Many  of  the  houses  condemned  in  1938  continued  to  be  occupied 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  whole  of  these  houses  may  be  vacated  and 
demolished. 

Overcrowding. 

Despite  the  fact  that  184  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved 
during  the  year,  there  still  remained  at  31st  December,  1947,  a further 
266  cases.  The  position  is  very  regrettable  as  such  conditions,  apart 
from  being  detrimental  to  health  may  give  rise  to  social  problems. 

No.  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (excluding  General  Survey 
and  those  made  by  Woman  Sanitary  Inspector)  in  connection  with : — 


Housing  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  4225 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

Applications  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3742 

Certificates  of  Essentiality  and  Licences  ...  ...  261 

Council’ Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Houses  occupied  by  tenants  about  to  be  transferred  to 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 


Corporation  Housing  Estates. 

Inspections,  etc  , by  Woman  Sanitary  Inspector  to  30th  June,  1947. 


Houses  inspected  or  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  859 

No.  found  to  be  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  827 

No.  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  (including  24  over- 
crowded and  4 verminous)  ...  ...  ...  32 

Housing  applications  investigated  ...  ...  82 

Housing  transfers  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 
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Houses  Let-in-Lodgin^s. 

The  continued  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  together  with 
the  abnormal  use  to  which  many  of  these  houses  were  put  again  made 
it  inadvisable  to  enforce  the  bye-laws  in  respect  of  this  type  of  house. 


SECTION  II. 

SANITATION. 

No  difficulties  arose  in  respect  of  offensive  trades,  common- 
lodging houses,  or  tents,  vans  and  sheds.  The  use  of  insecticides 
containing  D.D.T.  proved  effective  in  dealing  with  the  increased 
number  of  complaints  of  pests.  Fewer  smoke  nuisances  arose  but 
there  were  again  several  complaints  regarding  the  keeping  of  poultry. 
A further  158  houses  were  provided  with  dustbins  and  with  the  supply 
problem  becoming  easier  more  attention  was  able  to  be  given  to  this 
matter. 


No.  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  in  connection  with  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  19 

Controlled  tipping  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Drain  testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

Drainage  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  699 

Flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1606 

Infectious  Disease  (inch  3 visits  re  Smallpox  Contacts)  262 
Keeping  of  Animals  or  Poultry  ...  ..  ...  61 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Provision  of  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  30 

River  and  Canal  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Smoke  nuisances  (Industrial  39,  Domestic  2)  ...  41 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  (excluding 
complaints  re  food,  public  conveniences,  rats 
and  mice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  888 

Notices  Served  : informal  Formal 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  810  211 

Housing  Act,  1936  . , . . . . 26  — 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Only  two  premises  of  this  kind  are  now  in  use  and  both  were 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Nineteen  inspections  were 
made  and  on  no  occasion  was  any  contravention  observed. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

No  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
relating  to  these  structures  was  reported. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Improved  methods  of  heating  in  the  types  of  modern  houses  now 
under  construction  is  of  considerable  value  in  the  cause  of  smoke  abate- 
ment, particularly  as  the  smoke  from  domestic  chimneys  is  more  harmful 
than ’that  emitted  from  the  chimneys  of  industrial  plants.  274  new 
houses  were  constructed  in  the  City  during  the  year  and  a useful 
contribution  was  made  therefore  towards  the  abolition  of  smoke. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  the  smoke  emitted 
from  three  industrial  plants  but,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  factory 
owners  and  in  one  instance,  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power, 
considerable  improvement  was  effected. 

A total  of  41  inspections  and  observations  was  carried  out. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Five  offensive  trades  were  in  use. 

Rag  dealers 

Rag  and  marine  dealers 
Rabbit  Skin  dealers 
Total  number  of  re  inspections  ... 


Works  completed,  Nuisances  abated,  etc. 

Accumulations  removed 

Animals — nuisances  from  keeping  of 

Chimneys  repaired 

Cleansing  or  re -decorating 

Dampness  remedied 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Drains  repaired  (101,  unstopped  (162),  reconstructed  (10) 

Dustbins  provided 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

Floors  repaired 

Foodstores  provided  (2)  or  improved  (3)  . . 

Gullies  provided 

Inspection  chambers  reconstructed 
Limewashing  carried  out 
Plaster  repaired 

' Rainwater  pipes  and  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  . . 
Roofs  repaired 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  . . . . 

Sinks  provided  (replacements  6.5,  additional  11) 

Soil  and  Vent  pipes  repaired  (19),  renewed  (11) 

Stairs  repaired 


26 

9 

28 

99 

82 

29 
273 
1.58 

62 

136 

5 

43 

14 

54 

304 

147 

314 

53 

76 

30 
20 
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Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . 79 

Waste-pipes  renewed  (68),  repaired  or  reconstructed  (11)  79 

Waterclosets  repaired  or  renewed  (276),  Additional  (7)  283 

Watercloset  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 69 

Water  services  repaired  . . . . . . 45 

Windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . 122 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  relaid  . . . . . . 36 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 20 


Total  2685 


SECTION  III. 

FOOD. 

A.  (INSPECTION  AND  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES). 


Inspections  of  Premises 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Butchers'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Cooked  Meat  Shops  and  Registered  Food  Premises  ...  165 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  75 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Ice-Cream  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  130 

Ice-Cream  vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Meat  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Restaurants  (including  kitchens  and  canteens)  ...  162 

Complaints:  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  436 

Notices  Served.  informal.  Formal. 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  53 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  ...  35  — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926-43  ..  1 — 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46  37  — 


Registration  of  Food  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938) 
(Section  14) 

Total  now 
registered 

For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted. 


pressed,  pickled,  or  preserved  food  ...  ...  61 

For  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  16 

For  the  Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

For  the  Storage  of  Ice-cream  intended  for  sale  ...  1 
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Registration  of  Factories  and  Wholesale  Premises  (Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  Section  34). 

Six  premises  were  registered  for  the  business  of  wholesale 
dealing  in  Margarine.  One  of  these  was  discontinued  in  November, 
1947. 

Bakehouses : 

Number  in  use — including  two  basement  bakehouses  ...  31 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  71 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  limewashing  ...  ...  10 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  other  conditions  ...  ...  1 

Fried--Fish  Shops  ; 

Number  in  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  63 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  defects,  etc.  * ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cleansed  or  re-decorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(B)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING. 

Food  and  Drugs.  Sampling. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  was  255,  which 
represents  2.98  per  1000  of  the  population.  Twenty-eight  samples  or 
10.9  per  cent  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  but  of  these  eight  were 
appeal-to-cow  samples  of  milk  which  were  below  the  presumptive 
standard. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  three  samples, 
viz. : — 

No.  30.  Milk.  Fat  Deficiency  17%  and  Added  Water  24%. 

Fined  £2  2s.  and  £l  Is.  costs. 

No.  43.  Milk.  Fat  Deficiency  23%  and  Added  Water  12%. 

Fined  £3  and  £1  12s.  lOd.  costs. 

No.  172.  Pork  Sausages.  Meat  Deficiency  45%. 

Case  dismissed  on  plea  of  warranty 
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The  following  is  a record  of  the  samples  taken — adulterated,  etc. 


Article. 


Stintples  Stim{>les 
Examined.  Adulterated 


Articles. 


Samples  Samples 
Examined  Adulterated. 


V 

5 


a 

£ 


k 

o 


a 

£ 


Apple  Puree  ...  — 

Blancmanges  ...  — 

Butter  ...  ...  — 

Cake  Mixture  ...  — 

Cake  Decoration  — 
Chocolate  Cup  — 
Chocolate  Spread  — 
Cocoa  ...  ...  — 

Cornflour  ...  — 

Custard  Powder  — 
Extracts  ...  — 

Fish  Crumbs  ...  — 

Fish  Paste  ...  — 

Flavourings  and 

Condiments  — 
Frizels  ...  ...  — 

Fruit  Squash  ...  — 

Gelatine  ...  — 

Gravy  Browning  — 
Gravy  Salts  and 

Powder  ...  — 

Ground  Almonds  — 
Ground  Almonds 
Subst.  ...  1 

Jams  ...  ...  — 

Jelly  — 

Lemon  Squash  — 
Lemonade  ...  — 


Mashed  Potato 

Powder  ...  — 1 

Medicines  ...  — 24 

Milks  ...  ...  76  — 


Mincemeat  ...  — 1 

Orange  and 

Lemon  Crys.  — 3 

Pickles  ...  ...  — 4 

Plums  ...  ...  — 1 

Puddings  ...  — 3 

Raising  Powder 

(Baking)  ...  — 4 

Salad  Oil  ...  — 1 

Sandwich  Spread  — 1 

Sausages  ...  2 17 

Sausagemeat  ...  — 4 

Sauces  ...  ...  — 4 

Sauce  Powder...  — 3 

Semolina  ...  — 2 

Seasoning  ...  — 1 

Soup  Powder  ...  — 3 

Soda  Bicarbonate  — I 
Spices  ...  ...  — 7 

Spirits 20  — 

Tea  — 1 

Vinegar  ...  — 1 

Wines  ...  ...  2 1 


20 


3 

1 


Totals  ...  101  154  22  6 


Food  Poisoning. 

Two  cases  were  reported.  A family  became  ill  after  eating 
some  cold  lamb.  From  investigations  carried  out  it  was  suspected 
that  the  meat  may  have  been  affected  with  black  mould  and  had  not 
been  sufficiently  cooked.  Three  of  the  persons  who  ate  portions  of 
the  meat  were  admitted  to  hospital  but  all  recovered. 

In  the  second  case  several  persons  who  had  partaken  of  meals 
at  a canteen  complained  of  stomach  pains.  Investigations  were 
carried  out  and  samples  of  stewed  steak  and  gravy,  which  were  suspect, 
were  examined,  but  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated.  None  of 
the  affected  persons  became  seriously  ill. 

Preservatives  and  Colouring  Matters  in  Food. 

Several  samples  of  food  were  found  to  contain  preservatives  but 
only  in  one  instance  was  the  permissable  amount  exceeded  and  then 
only  a slight  excess  (51  p p.m.  SO. 2 instead  of  4Q  in  a sample  of 
strawberry  jam). 
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A quantity  of  plums  was  suspected  of  contamination  and  upon 
examination  of  a sample  the  Public  Analyst  reported  contamination 
with  a red  azo  dye,  and,  as  commercial  dyes  of  this  type  are  liable  to 
heavy  contam  ination  with  poisonous  metals  and  are  not  suitable  for 
colouring  food,  the  plums  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941.  ] 
Labelling  of  Food  (No  2)  Order,  1944.  r 
Food  Standards.  ) 


No  contraventions 
detected. 


(C)  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Owing  to  the  continuance  of  Centralised  Slaughtering  the 
slaughterhouses  in  the  City  again  remained  unused  throughout  the 
year.  It  is  not  possible  to  foretell  whether  slaughtering  will  be 
resumed  in  Bath  but,  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
Review  the  Working  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Acts  (sometimes 
called  the  Lucas  Report)  issued  on  the  30th  September,  1947,  a section 
dealing  with  guaranteed  prices  for  Commodities  (e.g.  Fatstock) 
contains  the  following  : — 

“ Complete  re-organisation  of  the  existing  slaughtering  arrange- 
ments directed  towards  the  establishment  of  modern  factory  abattoirs 
of  suitable  size  and  location,  in  which  the  functions  of  slaughtering 
and  processing  have  been  fully  integrated.  The  minimum  throughput 
for  these  factory  abattoirs  would  probably  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
3 000  head  a week.  The  Commission  might  itself  establish  some 
factory  abattoirs  in  addition  to  licensing  producers’  organisations, 
municipalities,  consumers'  co-operative  societies,  and  private  enterprise 
to  establish  others.” 

The  average  weekly  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  Bath 
during  the  five  years  1937-41  was  604  which  is  far  below  the  figure  of 
3,000  suggested  as  the  minimum  weekly  throughput  for  factory 
abattoirs. 

Visits  totalling  568  were  made  to  food  premises  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  foodstuffs  suspected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion and  a weekly  return  of  the  articles  condemned  was  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  and  Local  Food  Executive  Officer, 
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Meat  condemned. 


Causes  of  Condemnation,  ® Weight  in  lbs. 


DISEASES. 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

TOTAL 

Abscessed 

12 

17i 

— 

33| 

Bone  Taint 

7973 

— 

• 

7977J 

Bruising 

4 

— 

10 

14 

Cirrhosis 

16 



— 

— 

15 

Decomposition 

1310 

— 

87^ 

244| 

1642i 

Distomatosis 

144| 

— 

— 

— 

144| 

Fever 

— 

137 

— 

— 

137 

Oedema 



— 

4 

— 

4 

Peritonitis 

4 

— 

— 



4 

Tuberculosis 



— 



28 

28 

Total  ....  9462| 

1414  113  282| 

10000 

Total  weight  = 

4ton  9cwt.  1 qr.  41bs. 

Fish  condemned. 

WHITE  FISH 

Wt.  in  Ibi 

Bream 

224 

Cod 

2906 

Dory 

210 

Haddock  ... 

140 

Hake 

70 

Herrings  ... 

732 

Herring  Row 

228 

Turbot 

21 

Whiting 

54 

Total 

4585 

PRESERVED  FISH 

Bloaters 

... 

434 

Kippers 

...  . • • 

1491 

Smoked  fillets  (assorted) 

... 

245 

Total 

2170 

SHELL  FISH 

Crab 

. * . • • • 

56 

Crayfish 

... 

38 

Prawns 

... 

21 

Shrimp 

... 

20 

Total 

135 

Total  Weight  - 

_ 3ton  Icwt.  2qr.  21bs. 
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Other  foods  condemned. 


Tins  or 

Wt.  in 

Tins  or 

Wt.  in 

Description 

Pkts. 

lbs. 

Description 

Pkts. 

lbs. 

Apples 

2 

20 

Macaroni 

16 

i6i 

Apricots 

■■■  33 

64i 

Macaroni  cheese 

13 

13 

Bacon 

35 

sH 

Mackerel 

6 

6 

Barley  flakes 

II 

si 

Marmalade  ... 

• 55 

ii7i 

Baked  beans 

•••  SIS 

530I 

Meat  pies 

2 

12 

Beef  loaf 

...  132 

2i6| 

Meat  & vegetables  . 

• 50 

50 

Beetroot 

...  83 

i57i 

Milk 

. 2011 

1837 

Biscuits 

8 

120 

Mincemeat 

13 

10 

Bisto 

4 

li 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Brislings 

20 

s 

(Macedoines) 

22 

31 

Bun  flour 

•••  39 

5 

Mussels 

4 

4 

Carrots 

...  118 

205  i 

Olives 

2 

li 

Chicken 

2 

2 

Onions 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

...  6s 

19 

Oysters 

I 

i 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Pate  de  Foie  Gras  . 

8 

2i 

Cod  Liver  Roe 

II 

3i 

Peaches 

. 100 

194I 

Crab 

13 

3i 

Pears 

. 89 

195 

Crayfish 

7 

3i 

Peas 

• 429 

543  i 

Corned  beef 

•••  773 

3i03i 

Pickles 

• 23 

25 

Damson 

3 

3f 

Pilchards 

• 139 

i34i 

Dates 

180 

loii 

Plums 

80 

i57i 

Dried  Egg  . . . 

3 

2 

Potato 

8 

Escallops 

72 

7 

Prawn 

2 

2 

Fish  cakes  ... 

12 

Hi 

Pudding 

2 

Fruit  juice  ... 

...  52 

77i 

Pudding  mixture 

• 36 

• 12 

Fruit  salad  . . . 

...  63 

64i 

Quince 

I 

li 

Gherkins 

7 

si 

Rhubarb 

4 

5I 

Golden  syrup 

6 

10 

Salmon 

• 163 

ii5i 

Gooseberries 

2 

12 

Sardines 

57 

12I 

Grapefruit  . • . 

...  51 

84i 

Sausages 

116 

I29i 

Hake 

52 

Sii 

Semolina 

69 

34i 

Herrings 

...  348 

55i 

Soup 

• 361 

30oi 

Herring  Roe 

10 

8i 

Spinach 

12 

37 

Herring  spread 

...  186 

3Si 

Steak  & Kidney 

6 

6 

Jam 

...  159 

3i3i 

Stewed  steak 

. 264 

264 

Jellies 

...  90 

27i 

Stews 

57 

57 

Junket  powder 

...  142 

2 

Tomatoes 

. 88 

208i 

Kippers 

I 

i 

Tongue 

12 

15I 

Lemonade  powder 

I 

i 

Turnip 

7 

I4i 

Lime  juice 

3 

3 

Luncheon  meat 

S4 

S9i 

Total  weight 

= 4 tons, 

9 cwts.,  2 qtrs.,  4 lbs. 

In  addition,  i ton  of  salt  was  condemned. 

Total  weights  of  food  condemned. 

Tons  cwts  qrs 

lbs 

Meat 

• • • 

• • • 

4 9 

1 

4 

Wet  fish 

• • • 

3 1 

2 

2 

Salt 

• • • 

• • • 

1 0 

0 

0 

Foods  in  tins,  packets,  etc. 

4 9 

2 

4 

Other  foods  ... 

2 3 

3 

10 

Total  ...  15  4 0 20 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Tons  cwts 

A.  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  1 18 

B.  Salvaged  for  Reprocessing, 

manufactures,  etc.  ...  0 4 

C.  Salvaged  for  Animal  feeding  : 

1.  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

returned  to  Ministry  of 

Food  Agents  ...  5 2 

2.  Other  foodstuffs  (includ- 

ing approximately  2^ 
tons  referred  to  Minis- 
try of  Food  Salvage 
Division  for  disposal),  6 18 

D.  Salt  salvaged  for  use  in  snow 

clearance  ...  ...  1 0 


qrs 

3 

3 

0 


1 

0 


lbs 

0 

23 

5 


20 

0 


Total  ...  15  4 0 20 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Seven  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  private  piggeries  on  licenses 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  The  carcases  and  organs  were 
examined  and  found  to  be  free  from  disease. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Three  slaughtermen's  licenses  were  renewed. 


D (MILK  AND  DAIRIES). 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  cowsheds  . . 

„ „ ,,  dairies  .. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  milk 
pasteurising  plant 

Notices  served  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1926-43 


Number  of  Registered  Dairymen 

Producers 

Retailers 

Wholesalers 

Retailers  of  bottled  milk  only 


Milk  (Spacial  Designations)  Order,  1936-42. 

Twelve  licenses  were  granted  : — 

T.T,  Accredited 

Producers’  Licence  . . . . 1 • • 1 

Dealers’  Licence  . . . . 5 

Pasteurisers’  Licence  . . 


36 

142 

55 

41 

70 

11 

58 

17 

4 


Pasteurised 

4 

1 


6 


1 


6 


44 


Bacterioloifical  Examination  of  Designated  Milks. 

T.T.  Accredited. 

Pasteurised 

Samples  taken  (120) 

..  59 

17 

..  44 

Failed  Methylene  Blue  Test 

7 

1 

5 

Failed  Coliform  Test 

..  17 

9 

• • 

Failed  Phosphatase  Test 
*Test  not  applicable.  ' 

'r* 

• • 

* 

• * 

1 

The  Ministry  of  Food  (Milk  Division)  were  notified  of  the  results 
which  failed  the  official  tests. 


Pasteurised  milk  should  satisfy  a phosphatase  test  and  a 
methylene  blue  test. 

Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  and  Tuberculin-Tested  (Certified)  and 
Accredited  milks  should  not  contain  Coliform  Bacillus  in  1/100  millilitre 
and  should  comply  with  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Biological  Tests  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Eight  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
inoculation.  All  were  reported  as  negative. 

and  guinea-pig 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

Accredited  ... 

1 

Ungraded 

5 

E.  (ICE  CREAM). 

In  my  report  for  1946  I anticipated  that  better  results  would 
arise  when  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  May,  1947,  and  this  has  proved  to  be  the  case. 
Whereas  in  1946,  52  per  cent  of  the  samples  examined  were  reported 
as  unsatisfactory  the  percentage  for  1947  was  only  15.36  percent. 
Traders  are  still  experiencing  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  equipment 
required  by  the  Regulations  and  when  this  position  improves  there 
should  be  a corresponding  improvement  in  the  results  of  the  samples 
examined.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  however,  by  all  concerned  with 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  that  observance  of  the  element- 
ary laws  of  hygiene  will  do  more  good  than  the  provision  of  elaborate 
equipment  to  ensure  the  public  receiving  a safe  article  of  food. 


The  results  of  the  samples  examined  during  the  year  are  as 

follows 


Number  of  samples 
Number  of  samples 
Number  of  samples 
Number  of  samples 
Number  of  samples 


examined 

classified  in  Grade  1 
classified  in  Grade  2 
classified  in  Grade  3 
classified  in  Grade  4 


292 

175  or  60.04% 
72  or  24.60% 
32  or  10.96% 
13  or  04.40% 
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Note  : — Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality 
of  ice-cream  and  to  the  experimental  error  of  the  laboratory  test 
itself,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  on  any  given  sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on  a 
series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested  that  over  a six-monthly  period, 
50  per  cent  of  a vendor's  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent 
into  Grades  1 or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3 and  none 
into  Grade  4. 

On  this  basis  only  five  traders  failed  to  show  satisfactory 
results  and  of  these  three  have  since  discontinued  manufacture.  The 
other  two  were  advised  as  to  their  methods  and  subsequent  samples 
showed  improvement. 

F.  (WATER  SAMPLING). 

Fifty-three  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with 
water  sampling. 

Sixteen  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analysis,  of  which  two  were  of  subsoil  water  percolating  into  premises 
and  which  were  analysed  in  order  to  assist  in  tracing  the  source.  Four 
samples  were  taken  from  the  River  Avon  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
bathing  was  advisable.  All  were  reported  as  showing  no  evidence  of 
gross  sewage  pollution  and  although  showing  at  least  10  faecal  coli 
per  c.c.  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  forbid  bathing.  Two  samples 
of  water  in  swimming  baths  were  examined  and  found  to  need  adjust- 
ment in  chlorination.  Two  samples  of  mineral  bath  water  were 
examined  and  one  was  found  to  need  additional  chlorination.  Two 
samples  from  tanks  fed  by  city  mains  were  found  to  be  contaminated 
during  storage.  A spring  supply  to  some  outlying  cottages  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  remaining  three  samples  were  direct  from  city 
supply  mains  and  all  were  satisfactory. 


SECTION  IV. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Disinfection. 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Rooms 

Tuberculosis 

• • • • • • 

59 

120 

Scarlet  Fever 

63 

95 

Diphtheria 

15 

36 

Cancer 

9 

23 

Scabies  ... 

6 

14 

Other  Diseases 

35 

81 

Total  ... 

187 

369 
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In  addition,  42  steam  disinfections  were  carried  out  and  518 
articles  were  treated  in  this  way,  viz. : — 128  blankets,  61  mattresses, 
93  sheets,  106  pillows,  and  130  other  items.  The  use  of  the  Disinfect- 
ing Station  at  the  Destructor  Works  was  discontinued  owing  to  the 
apparatus  being  in  an  unsafe  condition.  The  work  was  therefore 
carried  out  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  it  was  anticipated  that  the 
Disinfecting  Station  at  the  Manor  Hospital  would  soon  be  ready  for  use. 

Disinfestation. 

Fifteen  Corporation  houses  and  72  privately  owned  houses  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  or  fleas.  In  all,  278  rooms  were 
involved  and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken  without  delay  to  deal 
with  these  infestations.  The  insecticides  used  were  proprietory  fluids 
containing  D.D.T. 

Forty-two  premises  were  dealt  with  in  respect  of  infestation  by 
flies,  beetles,  wasps,  etc.  The  use  of  insecticides,  including  some  which 
contained  D.D.T.  proved  very  effective. 


SECTION  V. 

FACTORIES,  SHOPS,  Etc. 
Factories  Act,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

• 

266 

116 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  to  which  section  7 
applies  (a)  Subject  to  the 
Local  Authorities  (Trans- 
fer of  Enforcement)  Order 
1938. 

(b)  Others 

379 

152 

16  • 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  outwork- 
ers' premises). 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

636 

269 

23 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

12 

■ 

— ■ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

2 

— 



1 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

— 







Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7):- 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 , 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

— 

— 

-- 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  home 
work) 

1 

3 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

27 

26 

, 1 

4 

Outworkers  ; — Only  5 were  notified  and  the  premises  used  by 
them  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Several  complaints  and  two  petitions  were  received  in  respect 
of  nuisances  from  noise  from  factories  located  near  dwelling  houses. 
These  nuisances  were  serious  from  a health  aspect,  particularly  where 
the  noise  continued  through  the  night.  Not  being  statutory  nuisances 
it  was  necessary  to  rely  on  co-operation  with  the  factory  proprietors 
in  an  effort  to  eliminate  or  minimise  the  noise  and  whilst,  on  the  whole, 
considerable  improvement  was  achieved  the  whole  question  of  nuisance 
from  noise  should  be  the  subject  of  new  legislation.  The  Town 
Planning  Officer  was  kept  informed  of  the  nuisances  which  arose  in 
order  that  he  might  exercise  such  powers  as  were  available  with  regard 
to  the  siting  and  usage  of  such  busiriesse§. 
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Shops  Acts,  1912-'36. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  212 

Informal  notices  served  ..  ...  ...  ...  10 

Forms  and  Notices  provided  ...  ...  .••  13 

Hours  of  employment  adjusted  ...  ...  ...  4 

Washing  facilities  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  or  improved  ...  ...  3 


Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928. 

Two  offenders  were  cautioned  for  contraventions. 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

One  offender  was  cautioned  for  contravening  the  Act. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938. 

One  shopkeeper  was  cautioned  for  having  employed  a young 
person  for  an  excessive  number  of  hours. 


Offices. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  27 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Means  of  heating  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washing  facilities  improved  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cleansing  or  redecoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Theatres,  Cinemas,  Etc. 

Apart  from  the  need  for  certain  redecorations  which  were  carried 
out,  conditions  were  satisfactory. 


SECTION  VI. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Block  Control  Scheme. 

This  scheme  was  continued  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Ministry  of  Food  (completed  31.3.48).  It  necessitated  a 
survey  of  the  whole  city,  block  by  block,  and  the  taking  of  remedial 
measures  where  infestations  were  discovered. 

The  scheme  had  the  effect  of  finding  out  numerous  places  of 
infestation,  many  of  which  would  probably  have  not  been  brought  to  our 
notice.  This  should  have  a strong  effect  on  future  control. 
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It  revealed  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  infestations  by  mice 
existed  and  in  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  record  that  in  some 
cities  occupiers  of  premises  are  held  responsible  for  such  infestations  on 
their  premises  at  their  own  expense.  Occasionally  mice  are  transported 
in  sacks  of  produce,  packing  cases  and  even  in  furniture,  but  the  indis- 
crimate  disposal  of  food  scraps  and  carelessness  in  food  storage  methods 
are  more  common  causes  of  their  presence  in  premises.  The  public 
therefore  should  realise  that  effective  remedies  lie  in  their  own  hands. 
Where  infestations  occur  the  correct  use  of  traps  should  be  adopted 
rather  than  the  laying  of  poison  bait. 

It  was  further  revealed  by  this  survey  that  many  premises 
contained  accumulations  of  rubbish  which  were  harbouring  rats  and  mice, 
this  being  particularly  noticeable  in  a number  of  basements  which  had 
ceased  to  be  occupied  for  human  habitation  or  for  business  purposes  and 
bad  become  more  or  less  dumping  places  for  rubbish.  The  keeping  of 
pigs  and  poultry  in  buildings  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  was  also  the 
cause  of  many  infestations.  In  carrying  oui  this  scheme  19,381  visits 
were  male  and  933  infestations  dealt  with  including  144  on  business 
premises. 

Blitz  sites. 

Complaints  of  infestation  on  these  sites  were  far  less  than  in 
previous  years,  but  treatment  continued  wherever  deemed  advisable. 

River  and  Canal  banks. 

Several  stretches  of  these  banks  were  treated  and  with  good 
results.  Useful  co-operation  was  given  by  the  River  Avon  Conservancy 
Board  who  arranged  for  the  cutting  back  or  removal  of  trees,  etc.,  which 
were  hindering  disinfestation  operations.  Infestation  was  particularly 
noticeable  in  those  sections  of  the  river  banks  adjoining  factories  and  in 
one  instance  the  first  treatment  by  the  operator  resulted  in  43  dead  rats 
being  recovered.  The  representatives  of  the  Great  Western  Railway 
also  co-operated  with  our  operators  in  dealing  with  several  infestations. 

Allotments. 

Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  several  places. 

Sewer  Treatments. 

Two  Maintenance  Treatments  were  again  carried  out  and  it  is 
significant  that  the  estimated  kill  was  again  high  thus  indicating  the  vital 
importance  of  continuing  these  treatments  every  six  months.  The  results 
of  these  treatments  were  as  follows : — 


January,  1947. 


June,  1947. 


Total  takes 
No  takes 


No.  of  manholes  baited 
Pre-bait  takes: — Clear 


Good 

Small 


394 

92 

78 

81 

251 

143 


39l‘ 

89 

54 

105 

248 

143 


50 


The  poison  bait  used  in  each  case  consisted  of  10%  of  Arsenic 
mixed  with  dry  rusk. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection 


with  rodent  control  during  the  year. 

Complaints  investigated  ...  •••  •••  696 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  (excl.  Block  Control 

Scheme)  •••  •••  ...  8343 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  Block  Control  Scheme  19381 

Notices  served  ...  •••  ...  1272 

Business  premises  treated  ...  ...  325 

Dwelling-houses  treated  ...  ...  ...  807 

Other  buildings  or  sites  treated  ...  ...  86 

Defective  sewers  repaired  ...  ...  34 

„ sewer  connections  repaired...  ...  10 

„ private  drains  repaired  ...  ...  273 

Intercepting  trap  stoppers  replaced  ...  ...  24 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  26 

Premises  rat-proofed  ...  ...  ...  43 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  ...  ...  ...  179 

„ ,,  chemicals  ...  ...  18 

Pre-baits  laid ...  •••  ...  ...  14737 

Poison  baits  laid  (excluding  baits  laid  in  sewers) 

Arsenic  Oxide  ...  ••  ...  6288 

Zinc  Phosphide  •••  ...  549 

Red  Squill  ...  ...  ...*  528 

Traps  set  ...  ...  ...  3415 


SECTION  VII. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

On  the  1st  April,  1947,  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of  the 
public  conveniences  situate  in  the  public  parks  was  transferred  to  this 
Department  thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  conveniences  now 
under  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee  to  35. 

New  Convenience — Shaftesbury  Road. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  held  an  Inquiry  in  Bath  on  the  23rd 
September,  1947,  to  consider  an  application  by  the  Corporation  for  the 
Compulsory  Acquisition  of  a site  in  Shaftesbury  Road  on  which  it  was 
proposed  to  erect  a new  convenience.  The  application  was  successful 
and  plans  for  the  new  building  were  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  It  is  not  intended  to  provide  baths,  wash-up  or  facilities 
for  parcels  and  cloaks  in  the  new  building. 
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The  need  for  new  conveniences  in  the  Fairfield  Park,  Larkhall 
and  Odd  Down  districts  is  long  overdue  and  should  be  proceeded  with 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


Replacement  of  Obsolete-type  Conveniences. 

There  are  seven  conveniences  of  obsolete-type  which  are  in 
urgent  need  of  replacement  by  more  modern  structures  and  considera- 
tion might  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  a long-term  programme  for 
the  necessary  replacements  within  a specified  number  of  years.  Not 
only  do  these  obsolete  conveniences  mitigate  against  effectual  cleansing 
but  are  often  the  cause  of  adverse  comments  by  visitors. 


Water  consumption.  3,425,000  gallons. 


Terrace  Walk.  Use  of  facilities  ; — 


Mea 

Baths  ...  4166  (4303) 

Wash-ups  ...  13671  (18679) 

Use  of  Cloakroom  8980  (13013) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1946. 


Women 

2070  (2031) 
18179  (23186) 
3279  (3857) 


Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defects  reported  by  cleaners  and  attendants  ...  127 

Locks  stolen  or  broken  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Watercloset  seats  broken  . . ...  ...  15 

Watercloset  pans  broken  ...  ...  ...  7 

Electric  light  bulbs  replaced  ...  ...  ...  260 


Laura  Fountain. 

The  upper  portion  was  taken  down,  parts  of  the  stonework 
having  disingrated  and  so  endangering  the  main  structure. 


Drinking  Trough— Entry  Hill. 

A.  large  portion  of  the  retaining  wall  collapsed  and  had  to  be 
rebuilt. 


CITY  OF  BATH 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year  1947 

(53  weeks)  - 


jExcluding  Patients  from  outside  the  City  Area  'Including  4 “ carriers.” 

Note  A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths,  Incidence  and  Death  Rates  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  will  be  found  on  page  7,  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  52  and  53,  and  a further  note 
in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  on  page  29. 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  and  removed  during  1947 


Temperatures. 
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BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY, 

1947. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

804 

731 

1535 

744 

686 

1430 

60 

45 

105 

Deaths  (under  one  year)  ... 

37 

24 

61 

31 

22 

53 

6 

2 

8 

*Infant  I'lortality 

46 

33 

‘40 

42 

32 

37 

100 

44 

76 

* i.e.,  Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notihed 

Treated 

At  Home 

At  Hosp. 

2 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

...  ^ 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park. 


1947 


I Mean 

„ 45  yrs  Average 
I Highest  ... 

Date 
Lowest 
Date 


Humidity 

= I Total  in  inches  ... 
cJ  No.  Wet  Days 
3 I Mean  of  80  yrs.  .. 
,1  Wet  Days  ... 


Sunshine,  hours ... 
Do.  Mean  of  40  yrs. 


1 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

jnec. 

Year. 

373 

2?-4 

405 

48'3 

55'8 

60.2 

630 

65'4 

592 

508 

471 

410 

499 

407 

407 

43'3 

47'3 

533 

58  0 

6F5 

610 

569 

508 

441 

414 

499 

55-5 

420 

604 

668 

83-0 

85  0 

87'4 

H72 

75'8 

69'2 

61  6 

54'9 

87-4 

16 

26 

29 

16 

31 

3 

27 

16 

1 

7 

22 

27 

July  27 

12'4 

4.2 

1 2'2 

327 

38'7 

4U0 

48-7 

47'2 

37  5 

296 

262 

192 

4'2 

29 

24 

7 

5 

11 

16 

20 

9 

30 

21 

27 

1 

Feb.  24 

88 

91 

83 

80 

73 

71 

76 

71 

78 

S3 

85 

84 

80 

2’26 

U64 

495 

2’28 

.’•44 

1'70 

319 

0'86 

F46 

029 

213 

278 

2698 

17 

7 

20 

11 

17 

11 

16 

4 

11 

3 

14 

14 

145 

2’S8 

224 

213 

207 

203 

2 05 

2 63 

283 

2’55 

3'28 

290 

319 

30-92 

15 

14 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

13 

16 

15 

17 

167 

562 

26'4 

76 -6 

16U2 

1505 

198'2 

170'6 

284  0 

16P7 

119  0 

7U9 

354 

1511-7 

503 

72’5 

114-9| 

154T 

191*4 

204-9 

197-0 

18U7 

147'8 

1009 

62-3 

424 

1520-5 

/ 


I 


